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HAVE
ART
  WILL
TRAVEL

Tucked among the spectacular scenery of Victoria’s  
regional cities and towns, you’ll find world-class galleries  

that are truly one of a kind. Cassy Polimeni meets  
the brains behind these creative havens
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BEnDIGO ART GALLERY 
Curatorial Manager, Tansy Curtin 

After completing a Masters of Art History  
at the University of Adelaide I had a stint as  
director of a small commercial gallery but  
quickly realised selling art was not for me.  
My mother visited Bendigo Art Gallery on her  
travels through regional Victoria and said,  
“You must get a job there – it’s simply wonderful.”  
A short while later, a curatorial position was 
advertised and I took on a one-year contract.  
Ten years, and three different job titles later,  
I’m still here and very much enjoy my job.

 As Curatorial Manager I curate exhibitions,  
write exhibition catalogues, and manage the  
Gallery’s acquisitions and loans. I love getting to  
see things no one else gets to see – the backs of 
paintings with inscriptions in the artist’s hand, 
construction details in a piece of historic fashion, 
behind the scenes at museums and galleries around 
the world. Sharing my passion for visual arts and 
culture is also a highlight of my job.

 Bendigo Art Gallery is Australia’s largest 
regional gallery. Over the past decade we  
whave developed an outstanding program of 
international exhibitions that can only be seen 

here. Bendigo is perfectly placed in the 
geographic centre of Victoria – close enough to 
Melbourne and other regional centres, but far 
enough away that it can maintain its own unique 
arts culture. As well as the Gallery, La Trobe Art 
Institute and Ulumbarra Theatre are also worth 
a visit. Bob Boutique is a delightful shop filled 
with handmade items, almost all of which are 
Australian made. Chancery Lane is a cute 
laneway with florists, cafes, clothing boutiques, 
restaurants and a barber. Plus there are 
wonderful markets, and the Great Stupa of 
Universal Compassion – the largest Buddhist 
temple in the western world.

Being in a regional centre means we have 
enough space to grow our own food while still 
being close enough to be able to walk and ride  
to anywhere we need to go. Plus it’s easy to  
catch a train to Melbourne to attend a show  
or just do some shopping!

For details on upcoming exhibitions, including  
the Gallery’s 130th birthday celebrations,  
visit bendigoartgallery.com.au

CloCkwise from left: tansy Curtin; Bendigo Art Gallery’s Bolton 
Court (David field); maticevski: Dark wonderland Commodity Gown 
(David field); maticevski: Dark wonderland orchid room (Bill Conroy);  
Contemporary Art Gallery 2 (David field); the Hon. Howard Nathan 
Gallery (David field); la trobe University Gallery (Peter Clarke); Gallery 
Café and new wing (Peter Clarke).
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ART GALLERY  
Of BALLARAT (AGB)
Gordon Morrison, Director

I majored in Ancient History and English  
back in the Jurassic era (aka the 1970s)  
and went on to work at the NGV before 
becoming Director at the AGB in 2004. 

Working in any art gallery is a privilege. 
Working with an extraordinary collection  
like Ballarat’s is very special indeed. As  
Director, I get the incredibly rare privilege  
of being able to shape the collection. It’s  
an awesome responsibility but damned 
enjoyable too.

 In terms of Australian painting and 
sculpture, AGB has one of the most  
important holdings in the nation. It’s got  
depth and breadth that sets it apart from  
any other regional collection. Then there  
are the temporary exhibitions, which are 
eclectic to say the least. When we do a pay 
show, it will have been curated in the fullest 
sense. That could be anything from shows 
about Australian cartoons, to botanical art  
to orthodox icons. Next year our big show 
‘Romancing the Skull’ will examine the 
phenomenon of the skull and the skeleton  
in contemporary art. 

 Victoria’s regional arts scene dates back  
to 19th century goldfields wealth. In the  
1880s the regional towns were all vying for 
attention and wanted to show how civilised they 
were, so what better thing than to found an art 
gallery? The present-day media have tried to 
make a bit of a thing about rivalries between 
places like Ballarat and Bendigo, but  
the reality is we all do interesting and 
complementary work and the last thing  
we want is to be clones of each other.  
It is a case of ‘vive la difference’!

 The villages around Ballarat are  
fascinating: Buninyong, Smythesdale, 
Learmonth, Talbot, Clunes and Creswick. 
They’ve got great antique shops, wineries, 
markets and eateries. Ballarat is a pretty 
civilised place. People looking at the view  
over the town from my backyard often say,  
“I might be looking out over Heidelberg  
or Dijon or Cheltenham,” – and that is what  
this place is like.

For details on upcoming exhibitions, including 
works by photographer Rennie Ellis, graphic  
artist Harold Freedman and Ballarat’s GNAP  
art prize, visit artgalleryofballarat.com.au

tHis PAGe: Gordon morrison. 
oPPosite PAGe, CloCkwise from 
toP: evening streetscape outside  
the Art Gallery of Ballarat; Colonial 
Gallery; James oddie Gallery; Hugh  
Dt williamson foundation Gallery; 
Crouch Gallery.
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TARRAWARRA  
MuSEuM Of ART
Victoria Lynn, Director

My father, Elwyn Lynn AM, was an  
award-winning artist and art critic,  
which gave me a rare insight into how 
artists think and create. I curated 
exhibitions throughout Australia,  
New Zealand and South Korea before 
starting at TarraWarra in 2012.

As Director, I focus on presenting  
modern Australian art from the  
perspective of contemporary art.  
We also explore aspects of art and  
place, in particular local Indigenous  
histories, and are committed to exhibiting  
Australian art in an international and  
global context. 

TarraWarra is just an hour’s drive  
from Melbourne, so it’s an easy day trip  
from the city. It’s Australia’s first significant 
privately funded, publicly owned, visual  
arts museum, and was gifted to the public  
by collectors and philanthropists Eva Besen  
AO and Marc Besen AC. Highlighting the 
extraordinary collection of Australian  
modern art on which the Museum was 
founded is an important part of each  
annual program. Counterpointing those  
are exhibitions featuring works by 
contemporary Indigenous and  
non-Indigenous artists commissioned by  
the Museum, to explore the Indigenous  
and European history of the Yarra Valley. 

It’s a great pleasure and privilege to  
have the opportunity to create an original 
exhibition program here. I love TarraWarra’s 
spectacular location, and the award-winning 
architectural design by Melbourne architect 

Allan Powell is also wonderfully flexible, 
allowing multiple ways to reconfigure  
gallery spaces for each new exhibition. 

Forging stronger relationships between  
the Museum and senior representatives  
of the Wurundjeri, the region’s traditional 
owners, has enabled us to create  
exhibitions which provide visitors with  
a new understanding of the history of  
the Yarra Valley.

I always recommend visitors go to the 
Healesville Hotel for award-winning food 
while they’re here, and to Healesville 
Sanctuary to encounter Australian wildlife  
in a natural bushland setting. High tea at  
the RACV Club is a must, and there’s a  
great new Arts Trail map listing artists’  
studios and exhibitions in the region,  
which you can download from Visit  
Yarra Valley (visityarravalley.com). 

For details on upcoming exhibitions,  
including works by Bronwyn Oliver,  
Louise Hearman and William Dobell,  
visit twma.com.au
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tHis PAGe: Victoria lynn; (James 
Boddington); Comet by Bronwyn 
oliver. oPPosite, from toP: two 
rings by Bronwyn oliver; architect 
Allan Powell’s design for tarrawarra 
works with the contours and hues of 
the surrounding landscape (redfish 
Bluefish Photography); Bronwyn oliver 
at work (sonia Payes).
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SHEPPARTOn  
ART MuSEuM (SAM)
Dr Rebecca Coates, Director

Art chose me, and I have always found it 
feeds the heart, mind and soul. I worked  
in museums and galleries in Australia and 
overseas, including the National Gallery of  
Victoria (NGV) and Museum of Modern  
Art in Oxford (MOMA, UK), before being 
appointed Director at SAM in January 2016. 

   SAM has one of the most significant 
collections of Australian ceramics, and 
includes works by early and Modern 
Australian artists, an important Indigenous 
collection, and a growing contemporary 
collection. You can get involved through  
our education and public program of events 
– from artist-led meditation sessions, to yoga 
in the park with an AC/DC soundtrack. There 
are exciting plans to build a new stand-
alone Museum, which will do great things 
for Shepparton – attracting tourism and 
creating new jobs and a space that many  
feel proud to call their own.  

After visiting SAM, take a walk or bike ride 
along the Goulburn River track for a unique 
perspective of our inland waterways. Grab a 
coffee or lunch at Fryers Street Food Store 
(contemporary Australian) or Little Lipari 
(Italian), with wonderful local wineries just  
a short drive away.

For details of upcoming exhibitions, including 
SAM’s 80th anniversary celebrations, visit 
sheppartonartmuseum.com.au

CASTLEMAInE  
ART GALLERY
Emma Busowsky Cox, Curator

I started at Castlemaine Art Museum in 
early 2016 after about 12 years working in 
museums and galleries. I have always loved 
art but it took me a few years and seeing  
the art museums of the world to realise I 
wanted to become a museum professional. 
Working with an amazing collection, and 
having the opportunity to develop and 
interpret is a highlight for me.

  Castlemaine Art Gallery dates back to 
1931. It was designed by architect Percy 
Meldrum and is a masterpiece of Art Deco 
design, so the building itself is a work of art. 
Inside, you’ll find an incredible collection of 
Australian art, and a dynamic program of 
changing exhibitions. We have nurtured some 
great talent over the years.    

 I love Castlemaine’s gold rush history,  
late 19th century tumbledown aesthetic, the 
fabulous community and excellent coffee. 
While you’re here, Buda Historic Home  
& Garden is well worth a visit. A survivor  
of the gold rush era, it was home to the  
creative Leviny family for 118 years 
(budacastlemaine.org). And don’t miss The 
Mill opposite the Botanical Gardens, where 
you’ll find a cafe and coffee roaster, wine,  
beer, bespoke ice cream and vintage wares 
(millcastlemaine.com.au).

For details of upcoming exhibitions, visit 
castlemainegallery.com

CloCkwise from left: Dr rebecca Coates; kungkarangkalpa 
tjukurpa (seven sisters Dreaming) by ernabella potters; 
landscape with flowering Peach by Grace Cossington-smith, 
1932; reko rennie creating sAm’s Drawing wall (Amina 
Barolli); 80/80: eighty Years of sAm, the Collection.

CloCkwise from left: Portrait of emma (fred kroh); 
Castlemaine Art museum (Carrington mcArdle); Bathing 
Hour by e Phillips fox circa 1909, oil on canvas.


