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Georgian Revival
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of the manor
Harbouring a rich history and a royal connection, this 1930s gem  

has been reinvented to create a sleek, modern entertainer

In a tree-lined street in one of Melbourne’s most 
exclusive suburbs, this Georgian Revival mansion 
has been stylishly renovated for a new generation of 
owners. It stands on what was once the curved driveway 
of an even bigger property called Carrical, which was 

demolished in the mid 1930s along with nearby Norla, to 
make way for the subdivision of a new road. Several houses 
sprang up in place of the two monumental properties – all 
grand in their own right, although each one would fit several 
times over into the previous estates.

The street carved from Carrical’s sweeping driveway 
was named Huntingfield, after Victorian Governor Lord 
Huntingfield who visited Melbourne with his wife in May  
1934. Today it’s a cosy enclave, sheltered from the midday 
hustle and bustle, yet still close to all the action should its 
inhabitants be tempted to leave the comfort of home to 
partake in the offerings of this vibrant neighbourhood.

For the new owners of our feature property, the main 
goal of the renovation was to transform a traditional home 
into a stylish haven for a family of five with an emphasis on 
entertaining.

“The house was designed for another era and lifestyle 
so many of the changes we made were for modern living 
and for our family’s lifestyle in particular,” the new owner 
tells us. “The original home was a traditional mansion with 
servants’ quarters. There was a rear staircase to the old maid’s 
quarters and two little rooms and small bathroom that could 
be reached by a staircase that ran up from the kitchen, so we 
reconfigured a lot of that. 

Lord

“We moved in for a year while we worked on the plans, 
then moved out so the work could be done. We used John 
Morley from Morcon for the construction (morcon.com.au). 
Initially we allowed nine months, but then the variations 
kicked in. All told, it took 15 months from start to finish. 

“We added two new bathrooms and moved the garage 
to the front of the property, which was pre-approved 
under the old owners. Interestingly, the original plans 
for the house showed garaging at the front which has 
obviously been demolished and moved to the back for 
some reason, so we’ve brought it back in line with how it 
would have been.

“We built an open plan kitchen and living room where 
there used to be a wide, bricked driveway running along 
the side of the house. Where we are sitting right now was 
a piece of lawn. In terms of space, we have gained a family 
sitting room and the kitchen, so what was the old kitchen is 
now a playroom for the kids and a laundry.

“The house is heritage-listed so we haven’t altered the 
façade, and we wouldn’t have wanted to lose that anyway. 
One council restriction we had to adhere to was adding 
glass balustrading up to the little portico balcony upstairs 
but that was for safety, rather than heritage considerations. 

“Heritage colour restrictions were an issue but we 
worked with it. The garage renovation was preapproved 
so we just needed an amendment to accommodate the 
changes we wanted to make, so we had no real challenges 
working within heritage restrictions, the process was pretty 
straightforward.”

OppOSITE pAGE:  
The heritage-listed 
exterior of this stunning 
Georgian Revival home 
has been preserved 
exactly as it was, with only 
discrete modifications 
allowed for safety.
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eXPeRT eYe
The owners enlisted award-winning architect Rob Mills to help with 
the transformation (robmills.com.au). Mills has a soft spot for heritage 
architecture and was keen to sink his teeth into the project.

“Although he had mostly worked on modern properties, I admired the 
heritage work he had done, and he was very excited to work on the project.

“My brief to him was that I wanted a domed ceiling, which originally  
I thought would be higher and more cathedral-like. I also wanted curved, 
steel framed windows, in keeping with the old house – those were basically 
my only instructions.

“I had planned on moving the pool and keeping the garden, but Rob 
suggested that the current layout looked unbalanced from the street, as 
the house was all on one side. So it made sense that we use the whole front 
and just reorientate the garden, which we did. So we haven’t lost any more 
space and have this lovely new room, which captures a lot of light.

“I’m looking forward to the weather getting warmer so we can open 
this room up and bring the outdoors in. I wanted to have the same stone 
flooring both indoors and outdoors to have that nice, simple transition.  
I was worried it would look a bit too country but I’m really happy with the 
finish. It’s Turkish Limestone which is very easy to live with compared to  
tile or floorboards.”

A striking feature of the makeover is the magnificent peacock blue 
sitting room nestled at the centre of the home like a jewel in the crown. 
With interiors throughout the rest of the house composed of a classic 
palette of cream, white and natural light, this regal room provides a unique 
yet complimentary retreat, with everything from walls to furnishings  
and floor coverings radiating magnificent blue. 

“I didn’t ever think I’d have a formal sitting room but we’ve used it many 
times and we love it!” she says. “Every time we have people for drinks, we 
congregate in the family sitting room and then move into there, and put 
the fire on – it’s a really lovely, cosy room.

“Once I’d decided to go with the sitting room I knew I wanted it to feel 
luxurious so we started with the wall colour (Dulux’s Celtic Rush) and went 
from there. The sofas followed and then I had the rug made by a local guy 
(Prahran-based artisans Loom, loomrugs.com) in the same colour. It all 
just worked.

“We have three young teenagers so everyone needed to have their own 
space, and we like to entertain so it had to be a user-friendly entertaining 
house for everyone, from kids, to families, to just the adults – it had to 
adapt to each entertaining scenario.

It was the first renovation for the owner who spent nearly two decades 
overseas with her British-born husband and their growing family before 
deciding to return to Australia and settle in Melbourne. However, she 
revealed she has always had a passion for ‘decorating and dabbling’ and 
knew she wanted to be closely involved with the process. 

“A lot of decisions were made at the time, rather than planned ahead, 
as you need to see things in practise. I was led a lot by Rob’s advice too, 
although he sometimes had to convince me – I told him, ‘You’re the 
master, but I have to be happy with what you’ve chosen and why.’” 

One thing she insisted on was the light stone flooring which flows 
from the open plan living area through to outside, creating a seamless 
entertaining area when the doors are flung open in summer.

“Those sort of things took a long time to decide. Things like the colour 
of the floors and the detailing. We changed the colour of the eaves and u 

THIS pAGE: The entrance (top right) is a true Georgian 
treasure, with decorative glazing and finely detailed cames 
to the side and fan lights; the stunning ‘blue room’ is a  
luxurious haven at the centre of the house and serves  
as a formal sitting room for social gatherings. 
OppOSITE pAGE: Decor throughout the rest of the 
home is simple and soothing, with calming shades of white 
and cream, Turkish limestone tiles and hardwood floors.



36  |  The PeRIOD hOMe RENOVATOR The PeRIOD hOMe RENOVATOR  |  37

Georgian Revival

Before

After

After

After

Before

Before

THIS pAGE AND OppOSITE: Before and after 
shots document the impressive transformation 
of this home from grand Georgian mansion to 
modern entertainer.
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the windows, then decided they were wrong and  
had to change them again. So we made a couple 
of mistakes and had to correct them at our 
expense, but the finished product is a lot better 
for it, and ultimately you’ve got to go with your 
gut on these things.”

A TOUCh OF MAGIC
It’s the unique features of this home that make 
it truly special. In the central open plan living 
space where we are seated, the walls and ceilings 
glimmer like sunlight on water, shimmery swirls 
of white reflecting the late afternoon light. 

“It’s a Toscano render,” she explains. “We 
were just going to have it in the entrance and 
everything else was going to be painted, which 
would have been easier and cheaper, but once 
we’d seen a couple of walls done Rob suggested 
we do the whole house. I’m thrilled with the 
outcome because it just softens everything –  
it’s like an artwork in itself. 

“The plasterers were real artisans. When I 
came into this room one day they were up on 
scaffolding, polishing the plaster with huge car 
polishers. I thought, ‘What a workout – you’ll 
need a massage after that!’”

Another ‘special effect’ was installing LED 
lights underneath the cornices. “When you turn 
them on you get this beautiful moonlit effect.  
It’s lovely in the evening.”

The owners granted each of their three 
children one wish for their new home, and 
received some creative requests. Their 
daughter wanted a hanging chair in her room  
to snuggle up in, and one son requested a 
pitch-and-putt on the front lawn, while the 
other asked for his own graffiti wall. To achieve 
this, the owners commissioned a chef and part-
time artist from Richmond cafe pillar of Salt  
to create an original, custom artwork on their  
son’s wall over several afternoon sessions.

As is often the case when you go digging 
around in a home with a history, there were a 
few surprise discoveries along the way.

“To do a renovation of this scale we had 
to rip out the plumbing, the air conditioning, 
heating, and wiring from the floors to the 
rafters, so there were a couple of things that 
they uncovered.

“While digging up the driveway they 
found a beautiful brick well, two metres wide, 
completely intact. Unfortunately there was 
nothing to do but pave over the top of it.

“We had the pool reorientated 90 degrees, 
and when they were digging that out they found 
a big 70 litre oil drum full of oil. That really held 
things up as we needed to call in experts to have 
it safely removed, but we got there in the end.  
It’s all part and parcel of working with an older 
home – there’s always a few surprises!”  PHR

THIS pAGE AND OppOSITE: The home’s exterior 
 is a nod to its 1930s origins; scenes from the lush front 
and rear garden.

“We made a couple of mistakes and had to correct them at  
our expense, but the finished product is a lot better for it,  
and ultimately you’ve got to go with your gut.”


